Rugby report 2008.
Oakhill rugby enjoyed another successful season in 2008, with a number of teams winning their respective premiership. Although the 1st XV finished mid table, there are enough quality players coming through the ages to ensure Oakhill remain a force with in ISA rugby.

The season commenced for 32 senior students early term 1, with training for a two week South American tour starting mid February. The tour was a great success both on and of the field and left all tourists with memories that will last a lifetime. Games in Chile, Mendoza and Buenos Aires ensured the 1st and 2nd XV teams would be well prepared for term 2.(Full report included).
As has been the case in previous years, the season commenced with trials Vs Knox Grammar away. Oakhill teams have been travelling to Wahroonga for over 15 years and rarely come away with a victory. The big Gala Day crowd at Knox love seeing the home team win and once again the match  this year was a bruising encounter, with the game finishing locked at 11-11. Trials Vs Shore and St Joseph followed, with the much anticipated season opener Vs St Augustine’s being held at Oakhill at the end of May.

St Augustine’s have been the big improvers in the ISA competition, winning the Under 13’s, 14’s an 1st XV competition in 2007. However, all Oakhill teams were ready for the challenge, with only the 13 A’s and B’s and 1st XV losing their game. After being down 19-0 in the 1st half, the 1st XV rallied well in the second half, only to lose 19-13. Only a try saving tackle from the St Augustine’s full back prevented an Oakhill try late in the second half that would have given the home team victory.

The weather once again interrupted the 2008 season, with the majority of the games Vs St Pius washed out. The 1st XV managed a comfortable 4 try win whilst the 2nd XV went on a scoring rampage, racking up a 72-0 victory. All other games were cancelled.
Prior to the holidays, Kinross Wolaroi travelled to Oakhill for the first time in three years. It was decided in 2006 to only travel over the mountains once per season, so Oakhill forfeited our home game to Kinross last year to break the away sequence. The difference the home games made, especially to some of our younger teams was exceptional, with a number of teams recording solid victories. The 13 A’s enjoyed their first ISA win of the season with a 24 – 0 win over Kinross.

Term three started with an anti-climax, with Chevalier only sending 7 teams to Oakhill and teh majority of A’s teams having a bye. Both he 15 B’s and 16 B’s put up a good show Vs Chevalier A’s, while the 13 B’s and 14 B’s secured impressive victories. As expected, the 2nd XV won their game easily, whilst the 1st XV won by 50 points. In 2009 Chevalier College will play in the 2nd Division competition, while St Gregory’s College Campbelltown will play in their place in Division 1.

Round 5 of the ISA competition saw all Oakhill rugby teams away Vs S Andrew’s with some one sided results in our favour. To St Andrew’s credit, their teams never stopped trying, however the difference in strength, especially in the 13 A’ and 14 A’s was significant. There were two very close games Vs St Andrew’s, the 16 B’s only won 20-17 while the 1st XV came back from a 12-0 deficit to record a very exciting 19-17 victory. Second half tries to Loiux Belfort, Paul Cividin and year 10 debutant Luke Keary kept Oakhill’s slim title chances alive for another week.

After the cancellation of the 2007 fixture against St Pat’s due to poor weather, all players and coaches eagerly anticipated the August 9 clash with St Pat’s, made a little easier by all teams playing at home. All in all it was an excellent day for Oakhill teams, with the majority of A’s and B’s winning their games. The 13 B’s started proceedings with a 12-10 win, while the 14 A’s enjoyed one of their biggest wins of the season – 60 points over St Pats. The 2nd XV also enjoyed a 42-3 victory, whilst the 1sts lost 22-18. After coming from behind the previous Saturday, then playing a Round 4 Waratah Shield game on the Wednesday, it seemed that the 1sts were a little flat and St Pat’s made the most of this. Full credit, however, to our opponents who recorded their first victory at 1st XV level over Oakhill since 2001.
Just how difficult it is to travel to Bathurst and win for any team was evident in our last round clash against Stannies, with a number of Oakhill and St Stanislaus teams undefeated. The 14’s all won their games, resulting in the A’s, B’s and C’s premiers, while the 15 B’s and 16 B’s also won close games. The Oakhill 4th XV won an exciting game, resulting in another premiership for the mighty 4th XV, while the 3rd XV and 2nd XV both lost their fixture by 2 points. Although losing such a close game is difficult, in sport there is always a winner and loser and I am sure the close losses will strengthen the resolve of the year 11 players involved in the opens games. The 1sts lost a close game 18-6 after leading for the majority of the 1st half. The wins to Stannies ensured premierships for their 1st, 2nd and 3rd XV teams while Oakhill finished 4th in the 1st XV competition and runners up in the 2nds and 3rds.

On a representative front, a number of Oakhill students represented the ISA. Congratulations to the following boys who were selected in representative teams this year:

1st XV – Shaun Vengoa, Alex Maguire, Nick Fagan and Tim Williams (Vs Fiji on the 10th September)

2nd XV – Jarred Berndt, Aidan Chudleigh
3rd XV – Nick Blacklock, Jack Churchill, 
NSW Under 16’s – Josh Calderan

ISA 16 A’s – Nathan Hourigan, Declan Smith and Josh Calderan

Although it is difficult to compare age groups, the 14 A’s were an exceptional group this season and will hopefully develop into a formidable 1st XV in years to come. The 14 A’s, lead by Ben Renshaw only conceded 5 points against in the ISA competition, whilst they scored over 200 points for. The 2nd XV also enjoyed an excellent season, scoring 277 points for in their 7 games.
Rugby at Oakhill would not be as strong as it is were it not for the countless volunteers who assist with the running of the rugby program. From the staff, parents and old boys who coach, to the parents who cook the BBQ, set up the ovals and run the canteen, thankyou for your support of Oakhill rugby this season. We look forward to sing you all back next year.

