Oakhill College Rugby

South America 2008

On Monday 14th April, 32 boys and 6 staff departed for Chile on a two week tour of South America. After the success of the 2006 tour, all students and staff eagerly awaited our departure, keen to sample some of the legendary South American hospitality.

After a non eventful flight to the beautiful Andean city of Santiago, both teams enjoyed a casual training session in one of the Capitals very clean parks. Dinner at an all you can eat buffet resulted in all members of the touring party enjoying at least 10 hours of uninterrupted sleep. 

Day two was our first real chance to explore the city of Santiago, the capital of Chile. Santiago is a picturesque city, with the snow capped Andes providing a breathtaking back drop. Although not the best preparation for  a game, most boys sampled Hungry jacks for lunch and enjoyed a quiet afternoon leading up to our first games against the Catholic University Club in Santiago.

Knowing very little of our opponents, we arrived at their home grounds with plenty of time to have a look at the fields we were hoping to play on. The Under 19’s Rugby World Cup qualifying games were also taking place in Chile and we were impressed with the wonderful facilities on offer. However, the only problem was the 2nds were not playing on the Number one oval, but forced to play on the neighboring training park. Considering the conditions, the 2nds performed very well, managing to grind out a hard fought draw.

As the players were soon to discover, things happen a little later in South America, with the 1st XV commencing their game at 8.30pm. After Mr Burke displaying a remarkable understanding of Spanish, officials were convinced to move the 1st XV game to the main oval, whereby all players could actually see the ball being passed to them. A solid 34-8 win set the tone for the tour with all players surprised at the physicality of our opponents. Point scorers included D Witt 2 tries, L. Belfort 2 tries, J. Churchill 2 tries, A. Maguire 2 cons. 
After what was to become the norm for the tour - a midnight dinner, everyone headed off to bed, eagerly anticipating the bus trip over the Andes the next day. Compared the Australian ranges, the Andes are immense, with peaks towering above 6000metres. One would think most bus companies would carry an emergency tool kit in the case of a breakdown, however, our drivers had other ideas, preferring to hitch hike looking for tools in the case they were needed. Sure enough, we broke down somewhere in the middle of the Andes and spent an enjoyable (for some) 2 hours throwing rocks at cans on the side of the road. 

The first border crossing into Argentina was rather eventful, with Glen Holden losing his immigration papers. After a lot of hand waving and yelling, we were permitted to move on to our next destination Mendoza, where the boys were two spend two of three nights with players from the Los Tordos Club. Once again the boys were treated to an all you can eat buffet, with profits for the particular establishment now at record lows. This time we managed to enjoy an early dinner and all players wee back at the hotel tucked up in bed by 11pm  more or less!

One of the ways South Americans manage to stay up so late is the fact that most people in smaller towns enjoy a three hour afternoon siesta. Very little happens during this siesta, with most shops, banks, tourist places of interest close down. Although caught unawares by this siesta, most players managed to find a Hungry jacks/McDonalds that remained open all afternoon, with some players setting new South American records for amount of fast food eaten in one session. 
Once again, both Oakhill teams entered the second games of the tour with far from ideal preparation. However, all players were beginning to realize that one of the things about touring is very rarely do teams get conditions that are similar to what they are used to. Touring quickly sorts out the strong teams from the not so strong, with both teams establishing their credentials in the second set of games.

Under clear Argentinean skies, the 2nd XV lead from start to finish, in a marked improvement from the first game. Andrew Theo ran with determination, while David Woods lead the backs well. Well done on the first win of the tour 19 to 12. The 1st XV also continued where they left on in Chile, with a comprehensive 29-0 victory. Point scorers included J. Churchill, P. Cividin, D. Witt, L. Belfort tries. A. Maguire 2 cons). Words do not do the scenery justice, with the sun setting on the snow capped mountains, it was truly a memorable evening. Once again dinner did not start until after 11pm but all the players enjoyed the wait, mixing with their billets. Listening to captains Nick Cracknell and Nick Boland present their after match speeches in Spanish was well worth the wait.

From Mendoza the tour party traveled to Iguacu Falls, home of one of the most scenic parts of Argentina. It is difficult to describe the sheer volume of water that passes through the Falls and needless to say, all boys were very impressed. Equally as impressive was the boat trip under the falls – quite an adventure. 

From Iguacu we headed to our last port of call  - the Argentinean capital – Buenos Aires, with games against los Molinos College and our hosts San Estiban College Buenos Aires.

Once again the preparation for the final games was not ideal, arriving 2 hours prior to kickoff, with once again Hungry Jacks as the main pre match meal. Congratulations to the 1st XV who finished the tour undefeated with a solid 22-5 win over Los Molinos School. Points scorers J. Churchill 2 tries, L. Belfort and Josh Troy tries. A Maguire 1 con. The seconds had their hardest game of the season against San Estiban College 1st XV and were gallant in defeat 7-0.
The next two nights Oakhill students enjoyed some wonderful hospitality from the families of San Estiban College. Three luck students received Argentinean Rugby jerseys as farewell gifts from the families while all agreed that the billeting was a tremendous experience.

The final day of the tour involved a rare treat, with the entire tour party invited to the Australian Embassy to be involved in the ANZAC day service, followed by lunch with the Australian Ambassador to Argentina. This was a wonderful way to finish the tour and it also gave Josh troy the opportunity to pick up his emergency passport – replacing the one that had disappeared earlier in the week.

Well done to all players on their excellent behavior whilst on tour. Congratulations also to Nick Boland and Alex Maguire on the leadership they both showed whilst on tour. Planning has already commenced for the 2010 tour! Thankyou also to all the staff who accompanied the tour – Mr Burke, Mr Gillogly, Mr Ellwood, Mr Wisemantel and Mr McDonnell
Mr Tulevski
Sportsmaster
