2008 SWIMMING TEAM REPORT

We had our first outing of the season at the St Aloysius Invitation in mid-Term 4, 2007. This is a high-standard carnival where we were placed fourth: Trinity 756, Aloysius 651, St Patricks 578, Oakhill 570, St Ignatius 522 and Waverley 490. This was a good effort considering we lacked primary-aged swimmers.

In early February several Selection carnivals helped us construct a team with the Boys Captain Aiden Chudleigh and Girls Captain Jess Glover. Our main aims were for both boys and girls teams to defend their ISA titles.

On 9th February we attended the Redlands Invitation whose format matches schools. Oakhill was paired up with Ravenswood. We welcomed newcomers Nathan Gulliver, Michael Cali and Daniel Kwarcinski The improvement of Eric Malate along with the two victories of Daniel Di Ruocco suggested a strong junior base. The Seniors led by Captain Aiden Chudleigh and College Champion Adam Cattell were exemplary. Of ten teams, the Oakhill-Ravenswood combination was second on 694, just beaten by St Aloysius – Monte on 715.

Deprived of many swimmers at the Open State Titles on 16th February, we dug deep at the St Andrews Invitation. Girls Gabby Herzog, Hanna Norton, Kate Howard and Alyce Bradac filled some senior ranks while the 12 years team of Michael Cali, Nathan Gulliver, Simon Ivill and Daniel Kwarcinski won their relay and several events. Oakhill emerged winners on 681, St Andrews 652, St Pats 621.

The Oakhill Invitation was held on 29th February. It was a great opportunity for us to assemble a girls team. A core of girls from last year – Jess Glover, Kate Howard, Gabby Herzog and Hanna Norton were joined by Alyce Bradac and Emma Procajlo. Led by Jess and Alyce the girls won both relays and downed Mercy Chatswood 99 to 77.

The boys had some tough competition in St Aloysius and St Ignatius Riverview. The concept of 2 competitors per school per event allowed us to find a large team which showed strength throughout the age groups. This year we were to turn the tables on St Aloysius and post a sold victory as worthy winners. The results were

Junior 

Intermediate

Senior

Total
Oakhill 

187

143


148

478

St Aloysius

159

117


136

411

Riverview

143

57


85

285

Unfortunately the Marist North Shore Invitation was moved and clashed with the ISA or Independent Schools Association Championships. Nevertheless, we approached the ISA with quiet confidence aiming for both Boys and Girls team to defend their 2007 title. To their credit both teams – Boys and Girls – excelled, winning back to back titles. The girls won the Senior Shield (Division 2) and the boys won the Boys Aggregate Shield (Division 1) plus the Junior and Intermediate Shield and runners up in the Senior.
Swimmers with several first places included Daniel Kwarcinski, Daniel Di Ruocco, Eric Malate, Nathan Roughley and Kurt Herzog. Nathan and Kurt broke the 15 and 16 yrs Freestyle records in 56.99 and 56.21 respectively. Standout girl swimmers were Alyce Bradac and Jess Glover.

The Intermediate Freestyle Relay of Nathan, Kurt, Jeremy Kwarcinski and Jordan Burden created a record of 1.44.94. The Seniors led capably by Captain Aiden Chudleigh formed a fine relay with Adam Cattell, Andrew Pasterfield and Adam O’Grady to take out the Senior Freestyle Relay in a tight finish over rivals, St Pats in 1.44.88.

The Junior team of M. Cali, E. Malate, D. Di Ruocco, K. Moulds, N Laird-Campbell, G. Linaker, T. Sue and N Gulliver were the Junior ISA Champions.

The Intermediate team of N. Bryant, N. Roughley, N. McShane, L. Herzog, K. Herzog, N Emmet-Duignan, J. Burden, J. Kwarcinski and A. Jackson were the Intermediate ISA Champions.

The Senior team of A. Chudleigh, J. Shields, T. Mifsud, A. Pasterfield, A. Cattell, A. O’Grady were runners up to St Pats.

The Girls team of  J. Glover, K. Howard, H. Norton, G. Herzog, A. Bradac and E. Procajlo won both relays and the Senior Girls Division 2 ISA Champions
At the next representative level, the Combined Independent (CIS) Championships on 29th April, 17 Oakhillians competed as part of the ISA teams: A. Bradac, J. Glover, D. Kwarcinski, K. Moulds, E. Malate, D. Di Ruocco, G. Linaker, N. Roughley, N. McShane, L. Herzog, K. Herzog, J. Burden, J. Kwarcinski, A. Chudleigh, A. Cattell, A. Pasterfield, A. O’Grady. Excellent performances were recorded by Daniel Kwarcinksi (3rd, 50 Back), Eric Malate (1st, 200 Fly), Kurt Herzog (2nd in 100 and 200 Free), Nathan Roughley (1st, 100 Back with CIS record of 1.04.68, 1st, 50 Back,  2nd 50 and 100 Free and 3rd, 50 Fly).
A strong feature of Oakhill is our relays where all six – Junior, Intermediate and Senior – in Medley and Freestyle – competed at CIS. The Junior Medley of  G. Linaker, K. Moulds, E. Malate and D. Di Ruocco were a respectable fourth; and the Senior Freestyle team gained a sold sixth place – A. Cattell, A. Pasterfield, A. Chudleigh and A. O’Grady.

But the standout was the Intermediate team of Kurt Herzog, Luke Herzog, Jordan Burden and Nathan Roughley who snared gold in the Freestyle Relay in a CIS record time of 1.42.18 in a close finish over Trinity Grammar. In the Medley Relay they excelled as runners up to Trinity in 1.57.89.

All the performances marked Oakhill as very competitive swimming-wise among the independent schools.

At the next level six students were selected as part of the CIS team at the NSW All Schools: D. Kwarcinski (12 yrs), E. Malate (13 yrs), Nathan Roughley (15 yrs), Kurt Herzog (16 yrs), in individual events and Jordan Burden and Luke Herzog (16 yrs) for relay purposes. Here the CIS compete against CHS (Combined High Schools) and CCC (Combined Catholic Colleges).
Among our fine results two swimmers emerged with distinction: Nathan won the 15 yrs 100 Backstroke in an  All Schools Record of 1.03.99; and Kurt won the 15 – 16 yrs 400 Freestyle in an All Schools Record of 4.09.42. Nathan and Kurt are powerful swimmers each of whom is characterised by his easygoing nature and fine sense of sportsmanship.

Possibly the highest achievement of the season was the Intermediate (i.e. 15 – 16 yrs)  Freestyle Relay team of Nathan Roughley, Luke Herzog, Jordan Burden and Kurt Herzog (relay order). At the All Schools, a determined Trinity side took the lead by the first interchange but Oakhill pegged them back lap by lap to take line honours in the fine time of 1.41.80. These four boys are the NSW Freestyle Relay Champions (15-16 yrs) and were honoured by receiving Certificate of Excellence at a School Assembly in June.
In March we held an Awards Evening in the Centenary Sports Centre. The main awards were:

Junior Swimmer Award:

Daniel Kwarcinski

Intermediate Swimmer Award:
Nathan Roughley

Senior Swimmer Awards:

Jessica Glover (Girls)






Adam Cattell (Boys)

Lloyd Mullins Trophy

for Most Improved:


Eric Malate

Mammoliti Trophy for

Contribution to Swimming:

Aidan Chudleigh

A special mention should be made of Year 12 student Andrew Pasterfield, College Champion and Swimming Captain in 2007, who returned to complete his HSC studies in 2008. Andrew, a fine all-round swimmer, achieved a major goal in gaining selection in the Australian Para-Olympic Team. Fellow student, Grant Brits, College Champions and Swimming Captain in 2006, similarly excelled by his selection in the Australian Olympic Team.

Thanks to 2008 Captains Jess Glover and Aiden Chudleigh for their leadership. Thanks to fellow teachers Jeanette Brits and Saxon Bowles who have co-coached the Swim Team for about 10 and 15 years respectively. Thanks to the parents for their ongoing support. And thanks to the swimmers who make it all worthwhile. The 2008 school-swim season was a great mix of achievement and fun.

Mr Damian Asprey

Swim Team Manager

